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Christianization in East Africa: Objectives,
Methods, and Components
(Kenya as an example)

Asst. Lect. Asma Ghani Daoud
History Department, College of Education and Human Sciences, University of Diyala,
Iraq
Email: asmaa.hs.hum@uodiyala.edu.iq

ABSTRACT

Kenya witnessed the arrival of the first pioneers of missionary missions at the time of
the movement of geographical discoveries, especially in 1844. The first stop was the
coastal region of Mombasa. The leader of these missions was Reverend Ludwig
Krapf, then the United Regular Mission joined him between 1844-1862. Then, after
that, the churches continued to pay attention to Kenya for several reasons, the most
important of which are: its geostrategic location, its excellent climate, its picturesque
nature, its political, security and economic stability, and it is considered a center for
East African regions.

The missionaries, during their trips, distributed the Bible; In order to get acquainted
with the reaction to this work of the citizens, and one of the doctors accompanies each
team in these missionary trips; To give the trip a medical character, to avoid any
opposition from the people or local governments, treating a number of patients was a
passport with which they moved from one area to another.

And the medical service as a means of evangelization was always given priority in
the missions of missionaries, and it had a great impact among the activities of the
social mission. One of the missionary doctors said about the reason why missionaries
chose this method as a way to evangelize: ‘It is easy to see why Christ was a teacher
and healer, and in fact He was a doctor, what we do is the effect of his fault”.

Keywords: Christianization, the church, the missionary movement, the missionaries,
Kenya.
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