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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the extent to which principals of elementary schools practice
digital leadership and the level of academic performance in public education schools in Al-
Mahd Province from the perspective of teachers. Additionally, the study aimed to examine the
relationship between the extent of school principals' practice of digital leadership and
academic performance. To achieve the study's objectives, the researchers employed a
guantitative research methodology, using both survey and correlational approaches. The
researchers utilized a scale developed by Al-Ragib (2021) based on the International Society
for Technology in Education (ISTE, 2018) standards to measure digital leadership. They also
constructed a scale to measure academic performance. The study's sample consisted of 331
male and female teachers from government elementary schools in Al-Mahd Province,
selected through convenience sampling, representing 25% of the study population. The study
found that, as perceived by teachers, there was a high degree of digital leadership practice
among school principals in Al-Mahd Province. All dimensions, including building a digital
culture, providing a visionary plan, enabling leadership, designing the system, and
professional development for teachers, were rated as high. Furthermore, the study revealed
that, from the perspective of teachers, academic performance in public schools in Al-Mahd
Province was very high, covering dimensions such as school leadership, teaching and
learning, learning outcomes, and the school environment. Moreover, the study identified a
statistically significant negative correlation, at the 0.01 significance level, between the
practice of digital leadership by school principals in Al-Mahd Province and academic
performance. The results also indicated statistically significant differences in the mean
responses of teachers in government elementary schools in Al-Mahd Province concerning
their perceptions of school principals' digital leadership practice, attributed to gender and
years of experience variables. Furthermore, statistically significant differences were found in
teachers' responses regarding their assessments of the level of academic performance in Al-
Mahd Province's schools, attributed to gender and years of experience variables. As a result of
these findings, the study recommends the establishment of a monitoring unit within the Saudi
Arabian education administrations dedicated to digital transformation. Future research should
explore the relationship between different leadership styles, such as sustainable leadership,
enabling leadership, and distributed leadership, and academic performance.

Keywords: Digital leadership, School performance, School Principals.
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