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ABSTRACT

This study examines the concept of “Political Martyrdom™ as presented by some
contemporary Imami scholars in interpreting the philosophy behind Imam al-
Husayn’s movement. This perspective is based on the idea that the primary and
fundamental objective of Imam al-Husayn, his family, and his companions was a
“martyrdom project,” and that the purpose of this sacrifice carried significant political
dimensions. Some scholars argue that the goal was to expose the Umayyad state,
destabilize its foundations, and undermine its authority—something that eventually
materialized with its downfall. Others maintain that the objective was to assert the
divine Imamate through sacrifice, linking the events of Karbala to the declaration at
Ghadir. Another view suggests that the aim was to awaken the awareness of the
Muslim community and prompt its practical responsibility in the face of major
political deviation, which reached its peak during Yazid’s rule, after a period of
paralyzed will within the Ummah. This paper aims to explore the epistemological
methodology of the Political Martyrdom approach and examine the evidence and
arguments supporting this view. It constitutes the second part of a broader research
project. The first part addressed the historical dimension of the Political Martyrdom
interpretation and compared it with other explanatory approaches. That study
concluded that the notion of martyrdom, in its essence, originates from Sayyid Ibn
Tawts; however, the politically oriented martyrdom concept is not ancient within
Imami thought. Its roots trace back to early 20th-century writings of the German
orientalist Monsieur Martine, after which it spread in Imami literature.

Keywords: Approaches, Evidence, Political Martyrdom, Imam al-Husayn, Husayni
Revolution.
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