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ABSTRACT

In the Ajami texts we see a fixed system used to transcribe the Romance language in
Arabic script. From the oldest preserved copies of the fifteenth century until the last
produced by the Moriscos at the beginning of the seventeenth century, a standardized
system for drawing and spelling Spanish texts written in Arabic script was applied.
However, it is impossible to ascertain when this system came into use due to the lack
of evidence from most ancient manuscripts. On the other hand, with the exception of
foreign versions from the end of the seventeenth century or the beginning of the
eighteenth century which are preserved in a private collection in London, no hint of
the possible use of transcriptions of languages in other languages has been preserved,
which prevents us from suggesting any hypothesis about the period of use and the
selection criteria for this or that system .

As for the language, the scale will be doubled in the foreign language on the one
hand, and the translations of the Arabic texts show a strange version of the Spanish
language on the other hand, which is characterized by a higher rate of Arabization (in
the lexicon, grammar, and morphology).

Ajami manuscripts show a uniform type of Islamic content. The texts are either
directly related to religion, such as prayer, Quranic verses, Islamic law,
interpretations, polemical texts about religion, etc. or indirectly such as
enlightenment, magic, or entertainment literature. The main part of this production
shows a common and consistent character which allows easy access to basic
knowledge of what Islam means and what is required of a good Muslim. Information
can be provided in Arabic characters in most cases or in Roman script . Even if a
plurality of hypotheses are discussed about the reasons for using one alphabet or the
other, we still lack a conclusive explanation, if at all possible, about how one or
another script system was chosen. Although they are different they are used in a
consistent and unified manner .

Keywords: Islamic literature, Spanish language.
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