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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to reveal the reality of the relationship between grandchildren’s
communication with grandparents and grandchildren’s awareness of the social needs of the
elderly in the city of Jeddah from the grandchildren’s point of view. This relationship is
obtained by examining the amount of communication (rate of visit, length of time) between
grandchildren and grandparents, and the level of verbal and non-verbal communication. This
study also aims to examine the level of grandchildren's awareness of the social needs of
Elderly. This quantitative study used an analytical descriptive approach. To achieve the
objectives of the research, an electronic questionnaire was prepared from two main axes: the
communication between grandchildren and grandparents and its subdimensions; and the
grandchildren's awareness of the social needs of older adults and its subdimensions. (446)
grandchildren in the city of Jeddah were recruited using convenience sample and voluntary
response sample method The grandchild must be of Saudi nationality, between 15-21 years
old, reside in the city of Jeddah, and have one of his grandparents alive. Finding indicated a
statistically significant relationship between grandchildren and grandparents and its
relationship to grandchildren’s awareness of elderly the social needs. Results revealed that
36% of the total sample visits their grandparents weekly, and 35% of the total sample The
length of time for grandchildren to visit their grandparents is not linked to a specific number
of hours. Results of tested hypotheses showed that there were no statistically significant
differences in grandchildren's level of communication that attribute to the following variables
(grandchild sex _ grandfather residence _ grandfather housing). Results also showed that
grandchildren's level of awareness of the elderly social needs was very high. In light of these
findings, the following recommendations were made: directing educational providers of
student's activities and officials to focus on educational curricula, research projects and
training courses that contribute to the promotion of relations between grandchildren and
grandparents and contribute to raising awareness of the social needs of older adults.

Keywords: Communication, grandchildren, grandparents, awareness, elderly social needs.
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