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The Term “People Abandoned his Speech”
According to Imam Ahmad
(A critical modern study)

Prof. Dr. Abdul Rahman Mishari Al-Hamoud
Professor of Hadith, Al-Jouf University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: amalhmoud@ju.edu.sa

ABSTRACT

The field of Hadith science includes many methods and approaches that are used in
evaluating the condition of the narrator and studying narrations. Among these imams
who have become authorities in this noble field is Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, as one of
the founders of the foundations of the science of Noble Hadith in our scientific and
cultural heritage. The famous sayings that were mentioned by Imam Ahmad, the
phrase: “People abandoned his hadith” are news and an assessment of the state of the
narrator, and it is one of the sayings that aroused the interest of scholars and
investigators in the science of hadith.

Although this phrase may seem simple, it carries within it deep meanings and
constitutes a unique approach to evaluating narrators and narrations. This phrase states
that Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal used this saying as a model for narrators who possess
hadith that people consider unknown or unrelated. He is famous, and accordingly, he
avoided relying on these narrators in recording and transmitting authentic hadiths.
Hence this economical research into Imam Ahmad’s approach in general regarding
criticism and modification, and especially in studying the term “people abandoning his
hadith.” What is meant by abandonment? What is its meaning? What is its
requirement? With a practical study of a group of biographers among whom Imam
Ahmad used this term; To clarify the extent of the influence of this term in judging
narrators.

Keywords: People left his hadith, people left him, they left him, his hadith is
abandoned.
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