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The Impact of Digital Community on the Family
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Zayed University for Humanities, UAE

ABSTRACT

The world has witnessed profound transformations in recent decades due to the
technological and digital revolution, leading to the emergence of the concept of the
electronic community. This new social model transcends geographical and temporal
boundaries, relying on social media platforms and interactive applications to reshape
human relationships. The electronic community is characterized as a digital space that
brings individuals together to achieve social, cultural, and educational goals, allowing
them to create virtual identities that reflect their values and beliefs, thus enhancing
social bonds within an interactive environment.

This community comprises several key components, including individuals who form
its core through their interactions on digital platforms, and technology, which
provides the infrastructure enabling communication. Virtual identity plays a
significant role in expressing personalities and values, alongside shared values that
constitute the cultural and social framework of this interaction. The electronic
community also relies on shared objectives, such as education or entertainment, which
foster cooperation and a sense of belonging among its members.

Social media technology possesses unique characteristics, most notably its ability to
eliminate geographical barriers, facilitate instant interaction, and offer flexibility by
enabling access through various devices, such as mobile phones. However, this
technology has a dual impact on families. On the one hand, it enhances
communication and cultural openness; on the other hand, it weakens emotional and
social bonds and contributes to the erosion of traditional values, particularly with
excessive usage.

The effects of this technology on family values and roles are significant. The
preoccupation with digital communication has led to a decline in direct family
interaction and the emergence of psychological and social issues such as depression
and isolation. Furthermore, it has diminished the traditional role of the family in
upbringing and caregiving. The globalization accompanying modern technology has
also introduced external values that have impacted families' cultural identities.

Keywords: Community, Digital Community, The Family.
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