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ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the hidden pronoun in the Sermon of Ash-
Shigshiqiyyah by Imam ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib (peace be upon him), considering it as a
linguistic phenomenon that goes beyond syntactic structure to encompass pragmatic
and interpretive dimensions. The hidden pronoun is not merely an omitted element
reconstructed by grammatical rules, but rather a rhetorical device that enables the
speaker to impose authority over the discourse while leaving space for the addressee
to retrieve it according to his interpretive competence and prior knowledge of the
context. The research focuses on three main axes:

1. The syntactic dimension: highlighting the functions of the hidden pronoun in the
structures of the sermon.

2. The interpretive dimension: showing how the hidden pronoun opens up multiple
possibilities that grant the text semantic flexibility, with the act of interpretation
forming the foundation of the communicative process.

3. The pragmatic dimension and presupposition: demonstrating how the speaker’s
use of the hidden pronoun relies on presupposed shared knowledge between him and
the audience, thereby reinforcing the speaker’s authority in directing interpretation
and making the presence of the first-person pronoun (the “I”’) more powerful and
influential despite its absence from the textual surface.

The study concludes that the hidden pronoun in the Sermon of AshShigshiqiyyah is
not a linguistic absence but rather an implicit presence that strengthens the
interpretive and pragmatic force of the text.

Keywords: hidden pronoun, Shagshaqi sermon, interpretation, speaker’s authority,
presupposition, pragmatics.
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