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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore research trends in gifted education by analyzing three
leading international journals indexed in the Web of Science. The review focused on
identifying key research topics and trends in the gifted education literature, examining
specialized curricula and programs, and compiling findings to enrich research,
practices, and policies related to gifted education. The analysis was guided by four
research questions: (1) What are the most effective identification and assessment
practices to ensure equal access to gifted education services for different categories of
gifted students? (2) What are the main social and emotional characteristics and
support needs of gifted students across different cultural, linguistic, and ability
contexts? (3) How do educational interventions and specialized program models
affect the academic, social, and emotional development of gifted students? (4) What
factors influence the selection and training of teachers to meet the needs of gifted and
talented students? A systematic review was conducted of articles published in the
Roeper Review, the Gifted Child Quarterly, and the Journal for the Education of the
Gifted between 2021 and 2025. The researcher used an Excel model to analyze 302
research papers published in the three journals during the specified time period. The
articles were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify key research themes and
address the research questions. Five main themes emerged: (1) equity and access in
gifted education, (2) identification and assessment practices, (3) social and emotional
development, (4) educational interventions and programs, and (5) teacher preparation
and professional development. The analysis revealed a growing interest in equity
issues, innovative identification and assessment methods, comprehensive support for
social and emotional needs, evidence-based models of gifted education, and teacher
preparation improvement programs.

Keywords: gifted education, systematic review, identification, teacher preparation of
gifted students.
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