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ABSTRACT

This study aims to develop a theoretical framework for the skill of area study in
security operations through several steps, including identifying its relationship to the
components of the intelligence cycle; analyzing the geographical, demographic,
economic, cultural, and informational dimensions of the operational environment;
examining the practical tools used in area study; and highlighting the potential of
employing modern technologies in this field.

To achieve its objectives, the research adopts a composite methodology comprising
the descriptive-analytical, comparative, and inferential-synthetic approaches.

The study arrives at several findings, most notably that area study is not merely a
descriptive procedure conducted on the margins of security work; rather, it constitutes
an operational framework for generating the understanding upon which prevention,
response, and resource allocation are based. When the components of the operational
environment are analyzed through spatial-behavioral approaches, and when field,
human, open-source, and technological collection and analysis tools—along with
mapping—are integrated into a Common Operational Picture (COP) that is
continuously updated and shared among relevant entities, decision-making becomes
more evidence-based, discrepancies in assessment are reduced, and coordination
effectiveness is enhanced.

However, this integration remains contingent upon normative and legal controls. The
expansion of monitoring and analytical tools—particularly in the digital space—poses
risks of privacy violations or of security functions drifting toward excessive
surveillance, which may undermine public trust. Therefore, the principles of necessity
and proportionality, data governance, and procedural transparency are not merely
ethical add-ons, but essential professional conditions for maintaining security
legitimacy and ensuring the sustainability of outcomes.

Keywords: Area Study, Security Operations, Operational Picture, Intelligence Work.
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! United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Drug Trafficking in the Sahel
(Vienna: UNODC, 2022), available (accessed on 27 Jan 2026) at:
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta_sahel/TOCTA_Sahel_drugs.pdf

2 Europol, Criminal Networks in EU Ports: Risks and Challenges for Law Enforcement (The
Hague: Europol, 30 March 2023), available (accessed on 27 Jan 2026) at:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/Europol_Joint-
report_Criminal%20networks%20in%20EU%20ports_Public_version.pdf
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! Europol, Diversification in Maritime Cocaine Trafficking: Modi Operandi (The Hague:
Europol, 2026), available (accessed on 27 Jan 2026) at:
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/Diversification_in_maritime
_cocaine_trafficking_modi_operandi.pdf
# OSCE, Border Security and Management (Vienna: Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, 2023), available (accessed on 27 Jan 2026) at:
https://www.osce.org/sites/default/files/f/documents/8/a/551846.pdf

Frontex, “Risk analysis,” available (accessed on 27 Jan 2026) at:
https://www.frontex.europa.eu/what-we-do/monitoring-and-risk-analysis/risk-analysis/risk-
analysis/
* UNODC, “The UNODC-WCO Container Control Programme (CCP),” available (accessed
on 27 Jan 2026) at: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/container-control-
programme.html
> ICAO, Interactive Advance Passenger Information (iAPI) Best Practice (Montreal:
International Civil Aviation Organization, October 2024), available (accessed on 27 Jan 2026)
at:  https://www.icao.int/sites/default/files/FAL/iAPI-Best-Practice_Oct-2024_CC-Meeting-
Endorsement_withDisclaimer.pdf
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